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schools so far, and the waiting list goes on 
and on.

In Mobile, Alabama, the situation 
was much more dire: Public school 
music education had been cut for nearly 
a generation. Even the parents and 
teachers didn’t have music education; 
and for the first time, kids had nobody 
to tell them what they were missing. At 
the Mobile Symphony we attacked the 
problem head-on, making education 
central to our mission and committing 
nearly 20 percent of the budget to direct 
musical involvement with young people. 
Ten years ago the orchestra began a 
partnership with the public schools, 
sending musicians into classes every 
week. First and second graders learn 
basic music skills. Third through fifth 
graders receive violin and cello lessons, 
with instruments and scholarships 
provided to any child unable to pay. 
In middle school, these same students 
join our after-school string ensembles 
at different levels. From there they can 
graduate to our youth orchestra or our 
all-ages community orchestra.

This year the Mobile Symphony 
was one of two orchestras in the 
country (along with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic) honored with a Bank 
of America Award for Excellence in 
Orchestra Education. And the program 
continues to grow—along with our 
audience. Through strong partnerships 
and constant contact, we make sure that 
classical music is always a part of these 
young lives.

Yes, our art form has become 
marginalized. But there’s no reason 
it has to stay that way. Programs like 
these are cropping up in more and more 
orchestras across the country. They 
have the potential to bring us back 
into the mainstream—by bringing the 
mainstream to us. When orchestras make 
a commitment like this, we can become 
the “music of the people” once again.  

Scott Speck is music director of the Mobile 
Symphony Orchestra, West Shore Symphony 
Orchestra, and Washington Ballet. He is the co-
author of Classical Music For Dummies, Opera For 

Dummies, and Ballet For Dummies.

Book Now! 

www.classicalkidslive.comwww.classicalkidslive.com

What great 
educational 
entertainment 
should be.

2007 Cleveland Orchestra performance 
at the Carnival Center of the Performing Arts conducted by Andrew 
Grams (Assistant Conductor 2004-07). Actor pictured: Jeffrey Kuhl.
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